VERB FORMATION AND THE MOST COMMON DERIVATIONAL AFFIXES
Prefixes

Verb prefixes do not change the word class

The meaning changes

	base verb
	derived verb with prefix

	like
	dislike

	lead
	mislead

	do
	outdo

	cook
	overcook

	seal
	reseal

	zip
	unzip


Suffixes

Verb derivational suffixes are added to a noun or adjective to create a verb

	base verb
	derived verb with suffix

	active
	activate

	simple
	simplify

	actual
	actualize

	black
	blacken

	assassin
	assassinate

	class
	classify

	alphabet
	alphabetize

	height
	heighten


The most common derivational affixes

	prefix
	meaning of prefix
	examples

	re-
	again
	reabsorb, rearm, rebuild, redefine, refinance

	dis-
	opposite, apart
	disallow, disarm, disconnect, discontinue, dislike

	over-
	too much, across, beyond
	overbook, overcome, overeat, overhear, overreach

	un-
	opposite, in reverse
	unbend, uncouple, unfold, unload, unpack

	mis-
	wrong, poorly
	misbehave, mishandle, misinform, mispronounce

	out-
	beyond, further
	outbid, outdo, outgrow, outperform, outweigh


	suffix
	meaning of suffix
	examples

	-ize/-ise
	to (cause to) become
	computerize, energize, itemize, stabilize

	-en
	
	awaken, flatten, lengthen, moisten

	-ate
	
	activate, liquidate, regulate, pollinate

	-(i)fy
	
	beautify, codify, exemplify, notify


